CHAPTER III
CROWD-UNITS

HAVING briefly dealt with the crowd as a whole,
let us now consider the condition of an individual
man regarded as a crowd-unit. A man may join
a crowd for all sorts of reasons, he may even be born into
membership of it, but he only becomes an integral part
of it by "catching its enthusiasm." The fact that we
normally employ the word "catch" for this process is
significant. A man likewise catches a disease, that is
to say the infection enters him unperceived. Enthusi-
asm is infectious. Reason has no part in its transfer
from one to another. It descends as it were like a flame
from heaven, or it rises as an exhalation from the pit.
No one knows whence it cometh or whither it goeth.
"So is every one that is born of the spirit." Every crowd
has a crowd-spirit and every true member of a crowd
catches that spirit. To go into a crowd is like going into
a cholera-village; the man who does so puts himself in
the way of infection. The persistent reader of a given
newspaper runs the chance of presently finding himself
one of its crowd. The man who goes to a revival meet-
ing may find himself at the stool of repentance before he
realises that he has actually been caught. The disease
may run its course quickly or may revolutionise his life;
with that question we are not at the moment concerned.